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Overview & Rationale

The most certain way to get journalism students to take effective 

photos is to give them a base with which they can recognize what makes a 

photo good or bad.  By having them analyze photos, they begin to see 

photos with a more critical eye. Understanding the difference between 

feature photos or news photos is essential to knowing what type of photo is 

best suited to the story.

Goals for Understanding

Students will be able to:

--identify whether a photo is a feature or news photo

--identify specific flaws in a given set of photos

--identify elements that are present and well done in a set of 

photos

Essential Questions

--How do feature and news photos differ?

--What makes a photograph “good”?

--What should I look for when framing a photograph?

Preparation/Materials

The prep takes a little bit of time, but the photos chosen can be used 

over in subsequent years.  

The instructor should choose 20 photos from newspapers.  There should 

be a mix of feature and news photos, good and poor photos.  Mount each 

photo on a piece of construction paper, and number each from #1-20.

Students should each have a newspaper or section of a newspaper, as 

well.

Instruction/Activities

This lesson takes one 90 minute period or two 45 minute periods.

Part 1 - Instruction

First, instruction is given on the difference between feature and news 

photos.  Students should take notes, and browse through newspapers.  

Each student will find a photo and identify it as a feature or news 

photo.  Ask six or seven of them to share answers with the class.  Sometimes 

there may be debate over whether the photo is “set up” or an action 

photo.

Students will then take notes on the “Seven Elements of a Good 

Photo.”Explain each element briefly and write them or have them on an 

overhead.  Students need to take notes, because they will use this list 

for the assessment activity.

Here are the elements I use:

1. Story --Good photos tell a story

2. Point of View --From what vantage point did the photographer take 

the photo?

3. Perspective --Does the photo have layers and depth?  What 

relationship does the point of interest have to its surrounding?  An article 

about freshman anxiety at being in a new school --would a close up be 

as effective as a photo from far away, leaving a large hallway or campus 

in the photo?

4. Balance --Does the photo contain both shadows and light?  A gray 

photo is dull, and too much contrast, such as a sun-dappled lawn, is 

often too busy.

5. Point of Interest --Does the viewer know what he or she should be 

looking at?

6. Composition --Explain the rule of thirds.  Is the subject framed 

properly?

7. Mechanics --Consists of focus, light, cropping choices, editing.

Part 2 --Activity/Assessment

Students will use a fresh piece of paper and write the numbers 1 

through 20 on it.  Pass around the numbered photographs.  Students will look 

at each photograph and on the line that corresponds with the number of 

the photograph, they will write either F or N, depending on whether the 

photo is a News or Feature photo.  Then, they will either give the 

photo a star or an X, depending on their judgment of whether the photo is 

“good”  (star) or “bad” (X). If the photo earned an X, he or she 

will choose two elements that the photo is lacking.  If it has earned a 

star, he or she will choose the two most outstanding elements --those 

two things that are most noticeable in the photo.

This photo evaluation does not have to be done in order, and students 

will pass around the photos until all students have evaluated all 20 

photos. This usually takes about 20 minutes.

The instructor should gather up all the photos and go through them 

aloud with the class, discussing judgments of the class and comparing 

answers.  

Homework (optional)

Students will bring from home two photos --one they feel is a 

“bad” photo, and one they feel is “good.”  They can share with the 

class the next day, or mount and post them on a bulletin board to share.
